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This Bulletin is issued weekly by the Climate Analysis Center and is 
designed to indicate, in a brief, concise format, current , surface climatic 
conditions in the United States and around the world. The Bulletin contains: 


Highlights of major global climatic events and anomalies. 

U.S. climatic conditions for the previous week. 

U,S» apparent temperatures (summer) or wind chill (winter). 
Global two-week temperature anomalies. 

Global four-week precipitation anomalies. 

Global monthly temperature and precipitation anomalies. 

Global three -month precipitation anomalies (once a month) . 
Global twelve -month precipitation anomalies (every 3 months) . 
Global temperature anomalies for winter and summer seasons. 
Special climate summaries, explanations , etc. (as appropriate). 


Most analyses contained in this Bulletin are based on preliminary, 
unchecked data received at the Center via the Global Teleconraiunication System. 
Similar analyses based on final, checked data are likely to differ to' some 
extent from those presented here. 

To receive copies of the Bulletin or change mailing address, write to: 


Climate Analysis Center, W/NMC53 
Attention: Weekly Climate Bulletin 
NOAA, National Weather Service 
Washington, DC 20233 
Phone: (301) -763-8071 



GLOBAL HIGHLIGHTS 

MAJOR CLIMATIC EVENTS AND ANOMALIES AS OF APRIL 23, 1988 
(Approximate duration of anomalies is in brackets.) 


1* Western United States : 

WIDESPREAD RAINS END DRYNESS. 

Up to 75.5 mm (2.97 inches) of rain fell at 
coastal and interior California stations and 
provided some relief from dryness in the region 
[Ending at 13 weeks]. 

2 . Southeastern United States : 

MUCH NEEDED RAINS OCCUR. 

As much as 119.6 mm (4.71 inches) of rain was 
reported at stations in the southeastern United 
States [Ending at 11 weeks]. 

3. North Central United States ! 

UNUSUALLY DRY CONDITIONS PREVAIL. 

Little or no precipitation was recorded in 
northern Minnesota, northern South Dakota, and 
North Dakota where dryness remains [6 weeks]. 

Europe : 

CENTRAL EUROPE WETNESS ENDS. 

Light precipitation, generally less than 10.7 mm 
(0.42 inch), was measured across most of Central 
Europe as unusually wet conditions ended [Ended at 
12 weeks] . 


5. Brazil : 

TEMPERATURES REMAIN ABOVE NORMAL. 
Temperatures reached up to 4,4®C (7.9°F) above 

normal across much of west central Brazil [7 
weeks ] . 

6. Australia : 

DRYNESS PERSISTS IN VICTORIA AND TASMANIA. 
Little or no precipitation, 28.0 mm (1.10 inches) 
or less, was reported in southeastern Australia as 
the autumn rains have been delayed [6 weeks]. 

7 . Kenya : 

HEAVY RAINS REPORTED. 

Heavy precipitation fell in central and western 
Kenya with amounts up to 262 mm (10.32 inches) 
recorded at some locations [Episodal Event] , 

3 • Central, and Eastern Tropical Pacific : 

REFER TO MARCH 1988 EL NINO/SOUTHERN 
OSCILLATION (ENSO) ADVISORY. 

The areas of positive sea surface temperature 
anomalies above l^C (l.S^^F) have greatly 
diminished over the past few months. Regions above 
l^C (1.8®F) during March 1988 are outlined. 



Approximate locations of the major anomalies and events described above are shown on 
this map. See Che other world maps in this Bulletin for current two-week temperature 
anomalies, four-week precipitation anomalies, and (occasionally) longer-term anomalies. 
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U.S. WEEKLY WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 17 THROUGH APRIL 23 , 1988 


Much-needed moderate to heavy 
precipitation fell across most of the 
unseasonably dry regions of the western 
and southeastern U.S. and eased short-term 
moisture deficiencies (see Table 1) . In 
the West, weekly totals were generally 
more widespread and larger (1-3 inches) in 
California, Oregon, and the Great Basin 
states as compared to the previous week's 
amounts. A large portion of the 
Southeast, from Arkansas and Mississippi 
eastwards to the Carolina coasts, received 
2-4 inches of rain from strong, sometimes 
violent, thunderstorms . Elsewhere, 
scattered, heavy rainfall was reported in 
western Nebraska, northern Oklahoma and 
eastern Kansas, parts of lower Michigan, 
and in the central Appalachians. Light to 
moderate amounts were received in much of 
the country west of the Rockies, in the 
central and southern Great Plains , and 
throughout the eastern third of the 
nation. Little or no precipitation 


occurred in portions of the desert 
Southwest, New Mexico and southwestern 
Texas, the western Gulf Coast area, the 
northern Great Plains and upper Midwest, 
and in sections of southern Florida. 

Below normal temperatures continued 
in the eastern half of the U.S. last week 
(see Table 3). Departures of -8 to -ll^F 
were concentrated in the northern Great 
Plains, upper Midwest, and interior New 
England. Cooler conditions replaced the 
previous week's unusually warm weather in 
California, Nevada, Utah, and Arizona. 
Slightly above normal temperatures were 
observed in the Pacific Northwest, the 
Rockies, southern Texas and Louisiana, and 
in most of Florida. Unseasonably mild 
conditions remained in Alaska as 
departures up to +19^F were recorded in 
the western half of the state (see Table 
2 ). 






TABLE 1. 


Selected stations with two or more inches of precipitation 
for the week. 


Valdosta/Moody AFB, GA 
Mt. Washington, NH 
Montgomery, AL 
Meridian. MS (MEI) 
Meridian NAS. MS (NMM) 
Augusta, GA 
Jackson, MS 
Atlanta. GA 
San Diego, CA (SAN) 
McClellan AFB, CA 
Columbus, GA (CSG) 
Mather AFB, CA 


Redding, CA 2.59 
Colurabus/Ft, Banning , GA (LSF) 2.59 
Marysville/Beale AFB, CA 2.56 
Appalachicola, FL 2.56 
Chanute, KS 2.45 
Tallahassee , FL 2.28 
San Diego, CA (NZY) 2.17 
Beaufort, SC 2.11 
Macon, GA (MCN) 2.09 
Scottsbluff, NE 2.06 
Macon/Robins AFB, GA (WRB) 2.05 
San Diego. CA (NKX) 2.00 
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SPECIAL CLIMATE SUMMARY 


< 
u < 
5 O 
z z 


CQ CQ 0 
0 T) JS 
c« u 
0 

> U ^ 

o 


cn X T] 
ff c 

P ?2 

i~4 

43 rj w 

W 2 

u P 

0 y 5-< 

C S 0) 
0 ^ > 
O 


^ J5 0 

0 ri X 

2 e ^ 

*H M 

“ c 

O 0) 

^ rC bO 

^ i-*’ 

r1 ‘W Cd 


a- c 

>v o . 
4-> 2 

- CO S 

c w 3 

o ^ 'n 

S-S-S 

0 O c 
0) 0 
u b 


CQ 0 
0 CQ m 
X p 05 


44 *^43 
n O ^ 4J 
0 ^ >s, C 
•H . rH O 

”2 u 2 s 

h4 T: ou 0 

b 0 4:3 
0 V4 4J 
4 : ’IP 
H 2 M 44 
K 0 o 
4 : 

0 U T5 

43 cd c 

44 )4 0 


C U iJ 
M O 05 

0 O cd 
43 a< C4 


0 (3 0 

m4 O 0 


bo;S 

c c -S 

00 *^ 

**4 J-i 
4J 4J O 

0 05 J2 

3 a “ 

o 2 

:4 -g 0 


cd 5 

2 > *H 


^ 43 g 
0 ph H 


nid 

0 T3 TJ 
05 0 C 
n4 3 cd 
0 05 

V4 05 ^ 

^ r4 
05 r4 
0 40 0 
> (3 44 

C 0 ^ 

J4 J3 0 

0 U 

c ® 

g M ,-1 

O (U CO 

o > B 

V4 

00 o P 
as 

o 

•H 0 

o ^ 

fH 

S4 44 m • 

00 c >> 


•r4 W 44 

O C S3 
W O 0 
O 6 o 



7 


MEAN DATE FOR ARRIVAL MEAN DATE FOR RETREAT 

FIGURE 1, The mean dates of the southwest monsoon's arrival and retreat. 
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The normal monthly rainfall totals for the region during the 
monsoon season are depicted for June (Figure 4), July (Figure 5), August 
(Figure 6), and September (Figure 7). The large fluctuations in normal 
rainfall values over the spring, summer, and autximn months are most 
noticeable in northwestern India and along the western coastal regions. 
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